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STANDING ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

         7 June 2018

Meeting commenced: 4:00pm
Meeting ended: 5:30pm

 
PRESENT:

Committee A: Alex Klein
Imran Kotwal
Jeremy Michelson

Committee B:

Committee C: Anne Broomhead
David Levien
Kerril Casey

Committee D: Councillor Saunders
Councillor Fletcher
Councillor Walsh

David Milne

Officers: Elizabeth Jones – SACRE Clerk

Guest Speaker: Paul Smalley, Chair of NASACRE

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

Alex Klein welcomed the new members to the meeting and introductions were made.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Reverend Daniel Burton, 
Councillor J Collinson, Councillor W Nkurunziza, Pat Wilson, Isobel Phillips, Councillor 
Ryan, Kindra Belcher, Reverend Kim Wasey and Councillor Brocklehurst.

Note from Reverend Kim Wasey:
I have to ask you to accept my resignation from SACRE.
I am moving to a new job as Principal of a Theological College this summer, and so I 
will no longer be working in the Salford area.

It has been a privilege to serve on this committee with you all over the last 5years, 
and I wish you all well for your work in the future.

3. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 6 MARCH & 15 MAY AND MATTERS 
ARISING
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The minutes of the previous meeting held on 6th March and 15th May were agreed as 
a true and correct record.

RESOLVED: THAT the minutes of the meeting held on 6th March and 15th May were 
agreed as a true and correct record.

4. PRIMARY AND SECONDARY UPDATE

Primary:-
Unfortunately Kindra sent apologies but sent a note to say that there isn’t anything 
new to report as this term’s meeting has yet to happen.

Secondary:-
Kerril Casey explained that GCSE’s have just taken place, an email has gone out to 
all secondary schools to find what board they are doing their GCSE’s with. 

If a meeting is not held in person then it is done online every term, the next meeting is 
September and we have set very clear targets for the next 18 months.

We have been in touch with Edexcel and Educast with provisional talks about a 
meeting with the Board to talk about the new spec.

During the discussion the following points/questions were raised:
 Youth SACRE – schools nominate people to come together
 In all schools we have a contact email address except The Albion – they don’t 

deliver as a subject so they don’t have a contact
o Has SACRE contacted them?
o They must publish on their website what their current RE syllabus is
o Kerril confirmed that she spoke to them 3 days and they said they don’t 

have a contact for RE as they don’t deliver it
o Nick Gibbs has published what Academies have to do – it is published 

on the NATRE website
o LA schools follow agreed syllabus, Academies they don’t have to follow 

our syllabus, they have to teach RE in accordance with their funding 
agreement

o It’s the Governing Bodies responsibility to ensure that the school is 
providing RE

 Schools Workforce data – every secondary school required to submit who 
teaches what and for how much time, Deborah Weston does FIO request for 
that data, if you want to know what Salford schools data set she will provide it

RESOLVED: THAT (1) the information is noted.
RESOLVED: THAT (2) SACRE will write to The Albion’s Headteacher and Chair of 
Governor’s and remind them of their legal obligations and ask them to respond how 
they are meeting this.
RESOLVED: THAT (3) Kerril to email Deborah Weston and request Salford’s data.
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5. NASACRE ANNUAL CONFERENCE FEEDBACK

Alex invited Paul Smalley, Chair of NASACRE to provide feedback on the conference.

Charles Clarke introduced some thoughts around communities, working together and 
SACRE roles.

There is a potential for SACRE to play and expanded role to work more widely in the 
community as RE has a major role to play in community integration.

Dr Vanessa Ogden – Key Note Speak (Headteacher at Mulberry Girls School, Tower 
Hamlet) spoke about some of the challenges that RE faces and potential ways 
forward.

Elections to the Exec were held, we elected, Sheila Gewolb, Dr Robert Morgan and 
Linda Rudge.

Presentations from Newham, Hampshire, Bradford SACRE that had some interesting 
things mostly to do with youth voice. 
 
A panel was held where the conference could ask questions.

The subscription will be going up to £105.

During the discussion the following points/questions were raised:
 Different interesting things were on the table which we discussed between 

ourselves
 The table discussions have all been collated and have been sent to the 

‘Commission of RE’ – it will be autumn before its thoroughly analysed
 SACRE Briefing will be going out next week
 Wigan sent 5 delegates, they are very generous and supportive of their SACRE 

and teachers
 Independent Faith Schools Consultation; some schools were very concerned – 

a brief discussion took place in regards to this

RESOLVED: THAT the information is noted.

6. HUMMANIST SUPPLEMENT UPDATE

Imran Kotwal confirmed that he had emailed Rob Grinter with his comments and 
amendments.

David Milne confirmed that he had responded to everyone’s comments and this was 
sent via email from Elizabeth on 24th May 2018.

Councillor Saunders explained that at Wigan’s SACRE that have appointed a non-
voting co-opted humanist member – it was confirmed that this is what David is.

Paul informed the meeting about a recent case in Wales and their equivalent SACRE; 
WASACRE, and how recently the leader of the Welsh Humanist Society tried to join 
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and wasn’t allowed, she then took it to Court which was then paused for a Judicial 
Review. 
The Welsh Government has now overturned this advice and said they can now be 
appointed if there is enough interest to humanism in that area.

RESOLVED: THAT the information is noted.

7. INTERFAITH WEEK

Interfaith Week is - 11-18th November 2018.

Alex confirmed that he corresponded with David about the possibility of getting schools 
involved in various activities; there could be representations from different faiths, it 
could involve signing or dancing and it would show Salford as a happy community.

For this year we need to make it clear to all schools about the week and suggest 
various things they could do i.e. schools visits a mosque/synagogue.

During the discussion the following points/questions were raised:
 For Secondary Schools we could offer a symposium on a particular topic i.e. 

‘wealth and poverty’ and have guest speakers
 We could invite schools to attend, either a select number from each school or 

hold over the whole week and invite as many pupils from all schools
 Who would fund it? 

o SACRE would 
 Could Humanist offer something to an event like this? 
 Ellesmere High would be happy to host the event
 We could use a new way of learning which is ‘open learning conference’ – build 

it on those kind of principles
 We could encourage schools that have mixed ethnic and religious intake to 

have a session that brings the parents in
 Food is important, we could have tables of different foods i.e. one table of typical 

Asian food, one of typical Jewish food
 In Bolton they do a Faith Trail – this could be something for Primary Schools, 

I’m sure Eccles Mosque would be interested in being involved

RESOLVED: THAT (1) the information be noted.
RESOLVED: THAT (2) whoever wants to be involved in the event then let Elizabeth 
know so you can sit on a subcommittee.

7. DIVERSITY OF RELIGION & BELIEF GUIDANCE AND RESOURCE PACK

The meeting proceeded to have a discussion on the guidance pack and whether it 
should be distributed to schools.

It was agreed that the pack would be forwarded to schools, with a covering note to say 
that SACRE are not endorsing the pack and that if they find any inaccuracies then they 
need to contact the University directly.

RESOLVED: THAT (1) the information be noted.
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RESOLVED: THAT (2) Elizabeth to send out the resource packs to schools with 
SACRE agreed covering note.

8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

 Location of these meetings
Councillor Fletcher and Jeremy Michelson expressed their issues attending these 
meetings which are set in different locations and asked if we could go back to holding 
them at Salford Civic Centre in Swinton.

The meeting discussed this and it was agreed that every second meeting would be 
held at Salford Civic Centre in Swinton.

 Muslim Jewish Forum:
Councillor Fletcher updated the meeting with the activities that are planned.

- Picnic in Heaton Park on Sunday 5th August at 12.30pm – all welcome, bring 
your own food.

- Sunday 7th October, a day trip to the National Holocaust Museum in 
Nottingham.

 Youth SACRE:
Alex expressed how impressed he was about Youth SACRE and the benefits the 
children got out of it. We need to think about the next generation and how to get them 
involve. He asked if we could endorse this.

It was agreed that this topic would be picked up at the next subcommittee.

 Visit to Auschwitz
Kerril explained that she is taking a group of children from her school Ellesmere High 
to Auschwitz and they are happy to feedback their experiences to SACRE.

 OCN Award
David Milne informed the meeting that Humanists UK have been awarded the OCN 
London Quality Mark, a nationally recognised award for organizations that provide the 
highest standards of training and learning opportunities. The Quality Mark certifies the 
evidence for high quality across our training provision in ceremonies, pastoral support 
and school speaking. OCN London, a national non-profit organization dedicated to 
improving people's loves through learning, commented that 'the evidence shows that 
in key areas and that at the time of the review, Humanists UK is clearly committed to 
and effective in delivering education and training opportunities of a high quality for its 
learners.' The Quality Mark was awarded without a single recommendation for change 
or improvement.

 Darwin Day
Kerril thanked David for his invitation for her school to attend this year’s Darwin Day 
Celebration organized by Greater Manchester Humanists on 12th February, she 
commented on how much her students had enjoyed the event.

RESOLVED: THAT the information be noted.
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9. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

The meeting agreed that Elizabeth would send out some potential dates for October 
meeting in order to maximise attendance and ensure we are quorate.

It was discussed and it was agreed that it will take place at Salford Civic Centre. 

RESOLVED: THAT the next meeting of SACRE will be scheduled on a date on 
October 2018 and members notified accordingly.


